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The West Texas HIDTA, in conjunction with PLET, presents this 16-hour course - “Mexican Drug Cartel Investigations”.     

Course Goal
Mexican Drug Trafficking Organizations are impacting communities in nearly every city in the United States. This problem can no longer be viewed as a 

     

“Border Issue.” The majority of the drugs distributed and consumed in the U.S. originate in Mexico. The Cartel leaders have strategically formed relationships 
with American Street gangs to flood the streets with illicit drugs. The smuggling routes utilized by the Cartels do not stop once the drugs make it across the 
U.S./Mexican Border. That is simply the first step. It is important for local law enforcement officers to understand the precise smuggling routes of drugs 
entering their cities; however, it is paramount that officers learn to identify the methods used by the cartels to distribute drugs in their communities. 
In an effort to aggressively target drug trafficking organizations, local law enforcement officers need to gain a better understanding of the true structure 
and operational components of the Cartels and how the Mexican Drug War impacts local cities in the U.S. on a daily basis. Experience or training in cell phone 
investigations is not required.  Students will  receive samples of data for use in the classroom during hands-on sessions.  
 
“Aggressive Tactics for Law Enforcement” Topics Covered: 
 
• Structure of Mexican Drug Cartels 

• Mexican Drug Cartels’ Connection to American 
Street Gangs & Local Drug Dealers 

• Understanding the “Drug Trafficking Pyramid” 

• Identification Local Smuggling Routes 

• Concealment Methods 

• Counter-surveillance Techniques  

• Cultivating High-level Informants 

• Techniques to Infiltrate the Cartels 

• Practical Wiretap Investigations to Dismantle Cartel 
Distribution Cells 

• Aggressive Tactics to Combat the Violence 

• Case studies of classic “Cartel Hits” in America 

• “Sanctioned Hits” on Patrol Officers 

There is no cost to the attendees or their agencies, except for per diem, if applicable.  This course is limited to 60 students and is open to federal, state and local law 
enforcement officers.  Criminal intelligence analysts, program analysts and military personnel assigned to counterdrug activities in a HIDTA may also attend on a space-
available basis. 
 
If you are interested in attending this class, please contact Antoinette Flores, AntFlores@epcounty.com (915) 532-2560 or fax (915) 532-9931.   A course enrollment form 
will be sent to you.  A list of hotels honoring current government rates and a map to the training facility will be provided to those who need it.  The student must provide 
tax-exempt certifications for their lodging. 
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